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VIII. — The Incense Burner 


)olnlnc stateroom could h»ve hud no 
o blurt in concoctlnr * fulwhoM at that 
Kind. It w*» Mmplv • reoalltnx at a 
arm* of which on, of them hud been a 
•pw: tutor and which tha other already 
know about. What leaked out Waa rlm- 
ply what went through the tcmcltueof 
the partition. There waa unqurstion- 
ably a tight, and a r.cht of a eery 
brutal nature, arrnmpa nled by very 
heavy betting on tha rival candidate*. 
It also looks very much aa If It wna 
something thnt took place regularly, 
from the remark*. "Thr'eo In every 
moon' It Is also very clear (hut It 
must have been In noma place where 
foreign officers would huvk been llr.ble 
to interfere, and of enuraa this enuld 
not have been on native soil However" 
— here he spoke - very ilowly and 
thoughtfully— *' wo have no right to im- 
mediately Inmp at the oonehtslon that 
It was In Hong Kong, far 'her" are 
other poaulhlittlee. The Uev. Vr. Km* II- 
irec'a erlitelam of your Department le 
therefore hasty and consequently quite 
unfair." 

"I am glad to know you fed Ihn! way 
about it. Mr. Wang. It relieve, my 
mlr.d. People are very quick to ac- 


(the aounu of “yellow" closely resem- 
bling -Crooked-) cried the trembling 
men as a sudden ray of light spread 
o'er hit face. "Why. that wa*— 

"Whisper It! Whisper It!" said Wang 
Pao. "whisper it to the Venerable 
Father; speak It not aloud, for the 
wry Walla of the Temple hare ears.” 
Hop Hoy leaned rorward and whis- 
pered Inio the Abbot's rat, a few short 
words. The elfect was perfectly elec- 
trical. The Venera tde Father started 
hack In astonishment, then smiled, and 
finally broke out Into a laugh and ex- 
claiming: "We might hare knowrv^e 
much’" him self Whispered the mysteri- 
ous words to Wang Foo. upon whom 
they produced the very same effect. 
The secret wap all out now. The con- 
fession waa brief, but complete, and 
all that remained waa for Hop Hoy to 
personally conduct the great Detective 
to the underground drrnaltnd fdr the 
letter In turn to make th« asms revela- 
Wallace and tha 
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t word Of It outald#. Up <lor these dr* 
rumsta nets; there *m vuiturslty no pub- 
lic advertising of th* periodic contest*, 
hut there wers certain bulletin -boards 
on -the turret rornera where private 
tips os U> the approach I ruf date*, etc., 
w#r»* annrajnoed in atrvhiifumiN terms 
which ronseyed mart information to 
the initiated, but left a very different 
impression on the umtuupwiinf public — 
and the prill ee. For Instance. 


how any human bain* ■ could have sur- 
vived It. for It surely was worse than 
the old Black Hols of Calcutta In Up 
day* of the Mutiny." 

“Dr. Jlradiaw of the Church Mission 
Hospital tbfls me as how he Relieve* 
they rnn get Along with less fresh air 
than any human being* that ever lived, 
ray* they not only cios# ap All the 
window* In the hospital, but actually 
stuff up all the. ventilators nnd sir* 
holes with Wta of paper, so that not a 
breath can p>t in." 

"Tou*rs right. Brr.wnlnw. I don't be- 
lieve our laws of life and oxygen apply 
to this portion of the human rare. 
Well, as to this pr lx/- flight story. I 
suggest we get the Tflens of the native 
staff upon It nnd see what they think 
of Its p*>s*ibt]iilot." - 

"Right you are, sir. and her#'# hoping 
ftiAt If they have dug right under us 
they won't thlhk It worth while to put 
dynamits In the tunnel and blow us sll 
up, sir.** 

•'Oh! They'll never do that." 

'"Wby not, pray?" 

-Why. don't you remember that old 
Kang, who waa on the fores two years 
ago, explained to us that the Chinese 
considered that A terrible waste of Ume 
and strength. Just to dig a tunnel t*r 
the sake of bloArtng it up. even If It did 
e»nd the 'foreign devil* with it into 
1 the air?" 

-Tee. I hellers he did. sir " 

In aceordnnre with the above agree- 
ment the native staff of officers and 


“Net positively, but he alluded to 

<me of them as ^sweetening** the 
wngers. which leads ms to suspect a 
dealer In sugar." 

The Abbot thought for a whll# and 
then said: "It >■ not llk«»!y that any 
one of them was new at the gam* 
especially those .who played the very | 
largo stakes. It must have been one 
who had learned the trick at the for- 
eign horse races. We will Inquire 
carefully tomorrow and see if w# can 
trace any sugar merchant who won or 
who lost heavily at th# native booth 
during the May season At The Happy 
Valley Course This may gtvs us *» 
valuable clue." 

"A brilliant thought, my Vsnsrabl* 
Father.** exclaimed Wang Foo, “and 
one well worthy of your careful and 
suggestive mind; w« will act upon It 
without delay. Ones having secured ; 
him, we can. by proper means, force 
out of him the namn of others and 
then w?» shall !** on the fair way to 
discover the *Crlpple* and the 'Pock- 
marked* and locals their secret meet- 
ing place.*’ 

They talked and talked well on into 
the night, hut even with *U th# evi- 
dence thsjr had, neither of (hem seemed 
to be satisfied In hi* own mind that 
the fight had actually taken place In 
the Colony. "It Is too new. too new." 
repeated the Abbot, as he bowed hU 
guest toward the door, "our people 
have thetr ow* rices, as tfce well know, 
and unfortunately they are learning 
others from the ocean-men (foreign- 
ers), but It Is far too early In our hla- 


any country town in China." 

"Walt a moment, please, that Isn't 
I am Just coming to the important 
said, several times. 


■Chimp ytnp tnk fofttf Chimp gimp 
fofc foe?- c*Mak# it a t honoured dnl- 
ij?*< rr> re? Make It a thousand dollars 
more’*** shrieked out oM b'am the com* 
pt Adore ss he stretched out Ilia long 
bony arm toward the centre of th# 
table and deposited there. In frrgit of 
the censor of fh# gome, a fat roll of 
!f««ng fCotig bank notes. The sleek; and 
■ »!iy tee *iver nf money took the roil' 
from the gambler's hand, hut before he 
•taid a word in |rkn xvMffflsnt of, It* 
reeedpt ho laid dot every sepsrtit* biff 
b*?«kre him, examined its surface sure- 
fwlty thrmfkh his room! Imm sp^rfsrle*. 
held U «»p to the tight, tc wn l through 
l! as if <usp|e|cms of |fi interior struc- 
ture — mfibeii it betwen his tbumh snd 
long nailed fingers and then deposited 
it in in old -lb shinned tm i rhnt which 
he held seeuretr taeiween his kn e** . 

“ffoSt l«i rhlMp cheap tnh fok m 
rfitrt truly adds a* thousand adore"), 
lie cried to s porffc-m. irked rrtppfl# bend- 
ing over an open account book at hfts 
■id*, and the latter promptly mleJ 
down the fact in the column nndsr the 
name of the brave and reckless Sum. 

• Ves now. Hop Hoy," he Mid. Ad-! 
dressing I he central figure of an Inter- i 
•sted group «»n the other side of the 
rinr "where's that valiant spirt of your 
s reset are of which you and ymtr family 
are always talking ’ TottYe surely not 
g :ng to sffr>w a bean-cake to balk a 
lump of rugrr that way, are you?" At 
(l >* <•( native hi* the sa- 
sswiblcd ef*nrd broke nut into Intsd and 
good n attired lanshter. recogufxlng at 
core the pointed nllmion to the fact 
that the party* nam**d waa a dealer In 
sugar. w^iHt* Ms np|»oti»»nt. wns a shipper 
of tl»s svec-popular >*enn-ca)re. 

Now. ridhttlr — even In Its most good- j 
natured fnj*m- b»- i lng something whl«*h 
t hr Uhincsr- mind cannot tolerate, the 
remark* •? the .ashler, especially his 
. 'ever ref* rimes In the ancestors, at 
fines called forth from the rxclted Hop 
lfi»T the re tret. 'By the ant»Ie spirits of 
my ancestors, I will •weetep the mix- 
ture* with twelve hundred dollars 
m i And, suiting the arllrm to tbs 
wnrd. h** ihvit forth from his A lss tre 
th** rfstutsite amount, whi. h dl-tappesred 
In regular onT*- through the opening 
In the Cover of the Iron chest. 

Three two w-r« the largest wagers. of 

♦ i». #v*<nlng on the spirited contest 

tiding traiiH bef wee w two local rhsm- 
j. . fin of the ma'ily art In a carefully 
r. nled erf Ur some ten feet or more i 
I niraih thd sitiTncs «»f one of Hong 
K«uc's crowded Mlrr*. Of rourse there 
sere small* r l»-tv *‘ven as low aa the 
tr * ntlrn and the f*-ns and the fives, blit , 
r»" - -g>fw-r rt was admitted In tbs 

m • . v#d trsnswctlons of tht* rnrwt srle- 
t.v r-tif flub -even the current Mexican 
r » •■r having been talnmcd and th# min- i 
Inmm limit placed at a Rveddltr note, 

'Yc arr all ready f»T the nsxt and 
r.T, round of thn n‘ght." said the 1 
rti -to f :hr twt« ta tm more money 

nei forlhr-omluf. "Whenever Hta 
.V.»>-ij* Rtiall give the word." addrean- 
l ' t a pom; oue nn | hmtal-farsd tndl- 
^ .dual rrV» or'-ppjed th# most prom- 
inent sent lit tbs circle. 

The Klnr sf the C’antrtT, n« he 
wns lcm. wn to all the patron* of the 

• -ir.btiAbment In acknowledg- 

ment and replied, "In ac*'«»rdance with 
i»tc a nrlsfit **uston*s and In obedience 
t* tlu» traditions of «mr ancestors, *vn> 
u ;i flr«f r^y our tribute to Tlh Yok 
YT ssp. iln third ruler of lhA#a who 
m"*n*des over alt the go»l* of the cvffars. 
t.«t the candles sml *he incense be 
l f clit '- 1 and the wine and rice cakes be 
frr-eriitsd! " 

it Is slrcndr done ms His Majesty 
hj«» commanded." replied Hung Lln«. 
who Sited In the npAdty of door - 
k>- {»*-r and acolyte. 

"Ttien let thr bom •able trial of 
•trr'igtb begin!" annmmcsd the King 
In his most ma Jcstk* tones, “and may 
lbs august f>rori»*» «g Heaven deride 
betwern the merits «f ’.’pottsd Back* 
and Tetlow l*sg* ■ (Loud rh*#n from 
the barkers o 4 the** two champions 
greeted the royal remarks ) Arm the 
ted lacquer clamps firm beneath the 
waist#—" 

They are! They are*" shrieked the 
room In one great chorus 

Then all Is feauly, QO!" and with the 
word, '•ftpotte! HHck" and "Tellow 
f-egs". stripped of every rag nf clothing 
tnd he’d only an. mid the waist by the 
da ntf- <*f the t^dlnhrd red lacquer, flew 
•t mmch other and. grappUng in an 
swful struggle for life or death, seemed 
to be trying to tear *ach other limb 
fr >m Umb. as they revolved a r<mnd fn 
the narrow arena— not of boards or of 
ssnit. but, aa always In tbe*c contests 
in China — of baked am! polished pores- 
lain. 

Tbs battle waa brief but very bloody 
md in lews thim five abort minutes 
*f»pot»ed Hack*’ was lying a crumpled 
mass up**n th* fl-xif and the conquering 
"Tallow I-egs**. who had Jumped upon 
hU and was kicking out his few 

remaining sparka of Iff* had actually 
to t*e dragged off nf htm and Hfted 
b<*dUy Into ths atr by the spectator* 
who rushed Into the ring 

Hi* Majesty rendered the official de- 
rision — though that was hardly neces- 
sary under ths circumstances — and 
amid lb# infenarst excitement ths Iron 
chest was unlocked bv the cashier and 
the full amount nt the wagers, less, of 
course, ‘he deduction of the usual per- 
centage for expenses, janitor's wlne- 
roobey snd ntTrrtngs to ths cellar -g^xd. 
were paid over ta ehe.lurky supporter* 
of rhs victor. One by* one they retired 
frtan the scene rtf the eonffict, passing 
out tn single fils through a dark and 
narrow passage lute an adjoining cellar, 
wher* a p(f* of !nooosg\- looking empty 
ob -bases revolved on a pilot like ths 
circular* doors of a I<ondon bank, and 
up tbrtr.igb ths kitchen of a ocfltn- 
maker's shop and so out into a twist- 
ing alley and at length into ths spaa 


all 

point 

What If the devils' pntro! had broken 
In upon them and caught them in ths 
act V ** 

-Ton are quits sure they said that?" 

"Quite positive, sir, and you know 
what that phrase refer* to. do you not?" 

"I believe my Deportment is honored 
with that title." replied the English 
officer, with s smile. 

"Ye*, sir. and It could never refer to 
any other place than Just this Colony, 
because In MncAo. which is Portuguese, 
they wouldn't have to *bre*lc in*. They 
do all that sort Af thing right out tn 
public snd ths police generally look on 
and rather enjoy the scene. It was 
Kerf and nowhere etre." 

"Wait, something of that kind may 
have Happened Jus? once In a. very 
small way: hut wliat mnkeji you think 


Tellow 

Deg* will be In the market on the ltth 
of the moon" or "Spotted Backs wtU be 
for sale ow ths loth" rmg d refer equally 
weft to 


Canton durtta and feathered 
games for ths kitchen or to a coming 
prise- fight in the secret cellar. 


t^n to Inspector 

P^Uee — if hr thought It wise so to do. 
Old Chang, the gatekeeper, made tt 
•pedal trip to Police Headquarters the 
following morning, ben ring a precious 
sealed document from Wang Foo to 
be delivered to the Inspector In person. 
It sontalned these significant wdrds: 

"My dea r Mr. Wallace; 

"All la up. - *; 

the ring where the Moody 
took place; Hay 


"Because he overheard them say. 
Twice every moon, twice every moon*, 
whirh makes it clear that it is a regu- 
lar performance. And. In addition to 
the brutal exhibition of the fight, it la 
probably one of the very worst of our 
native gambling hells, for they kept 
continually referring to the »!*/* of the 
wagers, which ran up Into the thou- 
sands. Now. there you have tbs whol# 
story, sir. I give ft to you exactly as It 
came to me, and I think It la high time 
that you set your native detectives at 
work upon the case ** 

"X will Just note down In writing an 


W# have discovered 
__>' contest 

* secured ths princi- 
pal witness and also tha person of 
the victorious *Y*!fow Legs’. | re- 
gret to say Ibat poor * pot ted Hack*, 
hli opponent Is still suffering from 
hla Injuries snd unable to appear, 
but mi% h<ev« mads It impossible for 
him to escape. 

*Tl la a little unusual, but native 
Sdse* of Justice and propriety de- 
mand that the artminai shall i»s 
transported In a wooden cage. We 
will produce him at Headquarter* at 
noon today, and I ahaff be glad to 
have you invite Ills Excellency and 
Rev. Mr. Small tree to be present 
when he la carried In. The cage 
(whlcft we have brought from Can- 
Ion) will he carefully covered while 
paselng through the streets, so as 
not to excite the public— especially 
the Europeans, who might not un- 
derstand it. 

"Very cordially yours. 

•'Wang Fan. 

“P. F — You might Include Lord 
Dubbins l n the party if he Is still 
in town." 
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up any trouble — especially with ths 
Folfce Deportment, for which I have 
the grratesf respect — but I feel that the 
time lias now come when It is my re- 
ligious duty, both os a Christian man 
and a resident of this community, to 
report to you that a very serious breach 
af the law la going on continually here, 
right under you very eye* and without 
any apparent effort being made by th* 
authorities to Stop It." 

"Indeed! Welt, that is rather a 
serious charge against us. Mr. Small- 
tree; may I ask to what you refer, 
sir?" 

T refer to prise-- fighting, Mr. Wal- 
lace. and prize-fighting of the most de- 
grading and brutal kind I spoke to 
my friend Lord Dubbins of Aberdeen — 
who. os you perhaps know, ts visiting 
in the Cokmy— about it yesterday and 
he promised to bring It to the attention 
of riovernmont House, when he called 
there to-day." 

"I am sorry that you did hot report 
It tn me. sir. before you allowed It to 
roach ths car* of ths Governor, because 
It may maks serious and quite unnec- 
essary complications. Toll mo now 
exactly The facta aa you know them, 
being vary particular, pl^ae, about 
names and places. June When and 
whefe did this *pri*e-fight*, ss you call 
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"Thai I* Job! th» tmubl*. Blr." rrp!)«d 
the Rar. Ftnalltr**. "•» do not know 
the e*»c; pier, or vrrn the erect date." 

"Ton dn not know the piece nor the 
date?" 

"Cnfortonetelr not. Mr: all we know 
la that lh* fleht took place— and that a 
n utnh-r of eltnllar once hare tak-n 
place racnrlf — and that up to the pr ea- 
rn t time not a alncl. line haa appenred 
In tha puhllc paper, of any attempt on 
the part of Ihe police to arrem the par- 
ticipant* or to atop It - 

' tVe do not pubtteh ell the tranaac- 
tlona of the Department In the puMIC 
pa pare, you know, until we think It wte* 
end expedient to do eo. Publicity of 
'.hie kind eometlmee acta aa a eery 
eerioue bar to aettlnir luatlee don# In 
th* race Where dfl you tmaplne three 
fllthta take plac?" 

"Well. elr. when my attention waa 
flrst callrd to them. I thought they 
probably took place in eome native «n- 
cloeure Juet out. Ida the International 
boundary, hut I now am qtflta certain 
that they ar» bring carried on In eome 
accret apot rl*ht here In the Colony" 

“Quite ImpoeelWe! Utterly abeurd. 
elr I ~ exclaimed the In* pec tor aa hr 
brought hla clueed Hat down arllh an 
emphatic blow upon th* office table. 
"There lan't a aecrrt hidtnp place on 
all the t.iand of Honp Konq that could 
poealbly hold a crowd an titered for a 
prlxe-flirht. I know they have their 
little ‘rabblt-tunnele* aa I call them, 
where they burrow under the around 
atul die out a little hole for two or 
thr** to gamble In — are amok# 'em out 
at three every now and than — but the 
Idea of thetr harm* a regular arena 
hidden away eomewhore la quite Imtvw 
•Me t repeat It Mr. fd>, nwporrtMa) 
Put what la your evidence— lliai'a what 
I want to eet at— produce It. If you 
have any." 

"Th* evidence, air. la of a hearsay 


f:\ahloned puntahment-cam throuxh 
the at reel* of the civilised Rritlah 
Colour. He wa* formally introduced 
and arose to addreea thorn. 

| "The prisoner, the prisoner!" they 
all crlrd ln unison. V 

"Yellow Less and th* cape' Where 
are they? Haven't you brought him’" 
eakerly Inquired Ihe Inspector, hceln- 
nln« to fear a dlaappointment. 

I "Gentlemen," aald the Man ef M ye- 
tery. aa with a awneplnv newtur# lit 
produced a little paper puckaae from 
I hie silken sleeve, "behold the criminal 
and th* prison!" He, unwrapped be- 
fore their astonished iyra s tlnr wil- 
low cnee and In it a yellow -leased 
ehlrpinp erlokeu 

"What means this pleasantry snd 
why do you trifle with us this way?" 
naked thn Governor as he aruee and 
addressed Wang Foo. 

"Your Kscsllency.v replied tbu De- 
tective with the movt cour-eom of 
how*, "this Is no pleasantry, It l« th* 
simple unvarnished truth- Listen to 
me. I heir you. for a moment. Thta 
whole thins Is an Illustration of the 
mistake of applylns a European con- 
ception to an Asiatic transactli n. A 
conte« of strensth— a prtxe-flrht If 
you wish so to call It — takes plain tn 
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of course hnman helnst This doer not 
follow at all In Chinn. I have IIMened 
carefully to every word of the evldenc. 
and there I* not a syllable from end to 
end that doea not apply aa well to an 
Insect as to a man — rend It over your- 
selves and acknowledge that 1 am cor- 
rect. 

"Every nation has It* own form of 
prlxc-flxhtlnK; hulls In Fpain, hears tn 
Russia, crocodile* In Epypt. cobra* ln 
India — everythin* from quadrupeds to 
tnsec, — crickets In China, the Iasi and 
least harmful of aa It la only In civil, 
taed and refined Tump* and America 
that these brutaltslny contests are 
taken part tn by human twins*." 

"Ry Jova! You know, that Is really 
moat mvsterlou* nnd tetr i re link-- waa 
Lord Dubbin** response on behalf of 
the assembled company. 


ontltne of thK" remarked the fnspeetnr 
aa hr rose and reached f.i, hit desk-pad. 

■and Captain Rrowmlow and 1 will talk 
It alt over this evrnln*. Thaw may 
be somethin* In It and there may not — 
for Lord know* you can hear erne 
thins new Is soItis on In this queer 
land every day you Uve— but at any 
rate, w* want you and all the lend 
resident* her* to know that this De- 
partment la dnlnc all In lte power to 
keep the moral tone of the Island hlsh. 
Good afternoon. Mr ! “ 

"Onod afternoon and thank you," an- 
swered the reverend gentleman a* be 
passed out Intq the court- F»rtl 

That awning th# two English Vl#a4s 
of ths polio# fore# «p*nt a quiet bat 
tntarmting hour In discussing th* com- 
plaint of th# MlssSonurr and in wonder- 
ing whether It coaid b# possiM# that a 
'•igrtrst of this kind had actually t*k#n 
part In th#ir mkht and bom care- 
fully and a# sworthrfully concealed. 

"Good n<MM known, it may h#." laconic- 
ally remark c.f Brownlow, "Tor all you 
and ? know to ths contrary. ?h#y may 
he slugging each other now right under 
this vary private nfffc#. thirty feet or 
more under ground and you and I 
a-Mtflng here tn blissful Ignorance, as 
the poet says" 

“Hardly that." replied th# Inspector, 
"for those headquarters a re resting on 
solid granite; but It's Just possible they 
may have b u rrowed a larger tunnel 
than wsV# found y#t under some other* 
part of th# town. Do you remember 
ih# day tv# opened up that old drain by 
lh# post-office ami found A whole gang 
of them burled there like* mole*, sleep- 
ing off th# effects of the oglumF 

“I do indeed, sir. and th# wonder was 
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"Ah! That's Just what I supposed: 
some foolish native story. I'll warrant ?" 

* Wait a moment, plea**: ths evidence 
la I say. of a hearsay nature, but of a 
kind that I have Implicit confidence 


"Well, out with It. fhen: who con- 
meted the yarn?" 

*Tt ts no yarn at aff, Mr. Inspector.* 
replied the Missionary Slowly and very 
•crtously. "It is th# testimony of s tried 
and trusted assistant of min#, whom I 
would trust a a soon as I would the 
oldest European In the Colony." 

•Well, what's th# tale?" 

"listen! Coming down from Canton 
on th# night boat last week, he orcra- 
pled a cabin next to two travelers who 
kept up s running conversation until 
after midnight, snd th# partlttlof) being 
full of cracks, he couldn't help over- 
hearing s good deal that they said—" 
•'Eavffs- drop plug ss usual! My gra- 
cious, th# curiosity of this p#op>" 
“W#IL sir. you know Europeans 
sometime# hav# a little curiosity them- 
selves; but to proceed, bs leapt hearing 
phrases llki th#*#- They certainly 
fought lfk# demons' "Ths place was 
packed with their s up p o r te rs'; Tbff 
erwrm c25n#hed ts s death grip*: They 
asfusffy had to puff them sport': etc 
•ts. Now. it that doesn’t Indicate fight- 
ing of tbs most brutal kind, what 


Several days had paxsed slnr# the 
fBt#rvl(*w !n Wang Foo's room In the 
Bed Cloud Alley snd while nothing 
new of any valu# had com# from the 
police our Chines# dctrcUv# had 
gleaned several points of Interest from 
a close croRS-qucstloulcg of ihe native 
teacher. Whll# hr kxd not been able 
to eatrset from him the actual names 
of lh# combatants — for tb#s#. In spits 
of his careful listening, h# had been 
unable to catch — he had made sure 
that^on# of them waa spotted or 
scarred on the teric, probably from 
smallpox, and that the other was lame 
(a at her strange handicap for s 
fighter In good trim. If true!) or bow- 
legged. This hr gathered from th# 
teachers repeated assertion that h« 
beard one of them alluded to os “Old 
Crooked !>##■*% Thi» wasn't vary much 
tn ths way of identification, hut at 
least It was something, and he took It 
with him on the evening that he wenf 
to lh# Tempi# Of ths Queen of Heaven 
to talk the case over with his old 
friend, the Abbot. 

After the usual ceremonial g-e#ting» 
and th# hot tea and pipes, they sat 
down ln the Inner curtained apartment 
and Wang Foo unfolded the evidence 
In detail, pausing every few moments 
to see whether his Yenerabi# Father 


Galvanized Iron, SUte, 
Tin Work 


» "Mr Inspector," remarked Wang 
i Foo* as he called at the office * few 
I days after the denoument. "| want you 
to accept this HtG# gift in memory of 
your first real Chinese prlxe-ficht." up- 
wrapping. ss he spoke, a delicate pack- 
age of yellow silk. 

"What is it, prey**" 

Tt la a UtfW incense -h»imer of 
hronxe. Tou no*, it ts a cricket! And 
her# are ffva sticks of tnoense — *h# 
sacred Chinese number of good luck — 
to go with It. One Is Inserted In either 
ere. one In hl« head, on# in hi# mmt'h 
and one In the middle of his bark. 
Light them torn# tune after a long and 
wear>- day's work snd you fpff: find 
them mn«t refreshing. They will puri- 
fy the atmosphere" 

Thank you roost heartily, Mr. 
Wang.” replied th# Inspector, a# h# 
gratefully accepted the gift. T shall 
feel m#«*. happy, as the Immortal 
Dickens said, always to have • cricket 
on m» hearth'" 

"Tea." answered th* Dteclpl* nf r* OTI . 
f'telus. Tt Is similar to ths sentiment 
In the great Book Of Poetry; 

“Chirp! Chirp! L4tt!e visitor. 

Always Welcome to our bomsi** 


. Wnng Foo Hntened long and patiently 
to tha Inspector's story, making his 
usual careful note# in the wen-wom 
leather note-book from his sleeve. 

"Tou ore inclined, then." aald the 
Inspector, “to place ermstderabk* cred- 
ence In th# Christian teacher's story ?** 
f "Tea. decidedly." replied the detective. 
"Tou see. testimony of that kind la 


s stiff mrrongm bn*td af «1 is*###, a sort 

of tadt and mutuai understanding that 
th* nmfwx# ef th# gnda of Hadsw— 
to sar nothing at the Tocsfgn -devils' 
pztixf as they dubbed th# English 
P'-liow would surely light on ths head 
of ths ur.ortunoX# one who breath #d 


"Tt oartalnly looks that way. Mr. 
Bmafftr**, but there isn't a word there 
to Indir-nt# that the fight took place 
an English soil — It might hav# been in 





